8 Racial Profiling: Racial and Ethnic Profiling:
T I @ FACE TRUfH a Pervasive National Problem

Police routinely single out, stop and search people of color at grossly disproportionate rates while they
are walking, driving, flying or otherwise going about their business. Whether under the guise of the “war
on drugs” or crime suppression sweeps, traffic stops and “stop and frisks” are often used as a ‘pretext’
for determining whether these individuals are engaged in some sort of criminal activity. These racially
motivated searches are extremely counterproductive. ‘Hit" rates drop when law enforcement go after
individuals based on their race.

A national survey conducted in 2002 by the United States Department of Justice found that
blacks and Hispanics were two to three times more likely to be stopped and searched than
whites but were less likely to be found in possession of contraband.?
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